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principle i.e. to a renunciation of the claim to a generally
valid standpoint on the strength of one differentiated and
generally adapted, collective function.
The direct outcome of this renunciation is individualism,
i.e. the necessity for a realization of individuality, a realiza-
tion of man as he is. Let us hear how Schiller tries to
approach the problem, "This reciprocity of the two
instincts is indeed merely a problem of the reason; it is
a task which man is able wholly to solve only through the
perfecting of his being. It is the idea of his humanity in
the truest meaning of the word ; hence it is an absolute to
which in the issue of time he can constantly approach
without ever attaining."1 It is a pity that Schiller is so
conditioned by his type; if it were not so, it could never
have occurred to him to look upon the co-operation of the
two instincts as a " problem of the reason ", since opposites
are not to be united rationally : tertium non datur—that
is the very basis of their opposition, Then it must be that
Schiller understands by reason something else than ratio,
namely a higher and almost mystical faculty. Opposites
can be reconciled practically only in the form of com-
promise, i.e. irrationally', wherein a novum arises between
them, which, though different from both, has the power
to take up their energies in equal measure as an expression
of both and of neither. Such an expression cannot be
contrived; it can only be created through living. As a
matter of fact, Schiller also means this latter possibility, as
we see in the following sentence ;
" But should instances occur when he (man) proved at the
same time this double experience, wherein he was not only con-
scious of his freedom but also sensed his own existence ; when
feeling himself to be matter, he, at the same time, knew himself
to be spirit; in this unique state and in no other would he gain a
complete vision of his humanity, and the object which evoked
this vision would serve as the symbol of his accomplished destiny."3
* Lettw XIV, p, 69,	« Letter XIV, p. 70.

